
 05/21/2006  Marina Zelwer 1

Claroline at Saint-Etienne
Jean Monnet University

development of a system of users’ 
registration based on 

administrative registration - ‘xiti’ 
statistics 
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Context (1)

• A Multidisciplinary University (14000 
Students)

• The Beginnings of Claroline in 2002
• Organisational Choices :

– A Platform for Each Department
– A Teacher in Charge of Each Platform

Présentation / Atelier
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Context (2)

• Claroline1.7 - 11 Pedagogical Platforms
– Teachers in charge can choose to register all 

teachers of their department or only those 
who ask.

– Each teacher creates their own courses and 
registers their own students.
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Context (3)

• 1 Special Platform for Medical Studies
– The teacher in charge registers other teachers, 

creates one course for each subject, registers the 
teachers and students for these courses.

• 982 Courses on Pedagogical Platforms Today
• 1 Collaborative Platform for C2M
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Context (4)

• An LDAP directory for both students and staff
• Platform authentication based on LDAP directory 
• But registration of new users from LDAP is 

disabled
=>No open registration for the platform, almost no 

open registration for courses
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Registration of Teachers or 
Staff for the Platform and 

Courses
• Native Claroline Code or LDAP Directory 

Search :
– By name and / or firstname
– By department
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Student Registration (1)

• Teachers don’t like open registration to 
their courses.

• Registration of each individual student 
would take too much time.

• At the beginning of the year teachers 
cannot follow students’ administrative 
registration.



 21/05/2006  Marina Zelwer 9

Students registration (2)

• We have :
– An administrative database containing the 

diploma(s) for which each student is 
registered.

– An LDAP directory automatically updated from 
this database.
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Student Registration (3)
• In addition to the native Claroline registration 

system, a dynamic registration based on 
administrative diplomas registration has been 
developed :
– Teachers Select the Desired Diploma :

• All students are registered at once for the course (and for the 
platform if needed).

• When new students register for this diploma, they are 
automatically registered for the course (and for the platform if 
needed).

– Teachers can view students registered for the 
diploma and select only the ones they want to register 
for their course.
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Student Registration (4)
• Each night a java program checks if any 

students need to be registered for courses and 
for the platform.

• Unregistration of  the diploma for the course 
doesn’t unregister students (this has to be done 
explicitly).

• At the beginning of a new academic year the 
teacher only has to unregister all former 
students and new ones are automatically 
registered.
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Registration in the Future

• New User Interface Closer to Claroline’s 
Spirit

• No More Asynchronous Programs but a 
Check at Authentication?

• Possibility of Registering Students and 
Diplomas for Courses from the Admin 
Pages
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‘Announcements’ Tool

• Send an announcement to an official 
university mailing list (prevents 
overloading the mail server)

• Admin teacher can send an annoucement 
to all (or some) teachers registered for the 
platform
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‘Groups’ Tool

• Following teachers’ suggestions we added 
the possibility of automatically creating 
one group per student so teachers can 
have private communication and 
document exchange with students.
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‘Assignments’ Tool

• Possibility of downloading all submissions 
of an assignment at once (zip file)

• Possibility of downloading all submissions 
of all assignments at once
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Exercises

• Francis Dubois, Professor in medical 
studies, developed in 2002 a powerful tool 
for creating exercises in Claroline :
– Multiple choice, open questions, numerical 

questions and graphical questions
• Soon to be replaced by a new tool with the 

same capabilities and QTI2 compliance
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Security

• If the LDAP directory is down or 
unreachable, we automically switch on a 
replicate.

• If the mysql database is down, we 
automatically switch on a replicate but with 
no possibility of recording data.
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Statistics

• We’re developing a tool to get daily statistics 
about the use of platforms and tools (based on 
platform and course tracking tables).

• The ministry of education has given french 
universities access to xiti accounts.
– We put xiti tags on Claroline pages.
– We get statistics about access and navigation in 

platforms and tools.
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Conclusion

• Two Developers at C2M
– David Boit (most of the work I have shown)
– Marina Zelwer (mainly the QTI compliant 

exercise tool)
• Technical Team Leader : Gilles Carrilho
• Great to develop on Claroline!


